17591             The Seven Years War             269

sians at Frankfurt he was still master of nearly
20,000 men.

This reinforcement vastly increased the effect-
iveness of Soltykoff's army as a fighting force. The
Russians were well furnished with guns, and their
infantry had proved its toughness at Zorndorf. But
their cavalry was bad and Laudon added to it some
6000 men, well-mounted and well-trained. None
the less he was received with extreme discourtesy.
The Russians abused him because he brought no
supplies. They refused to cross the Oder unless
Daun's whole army should appear. Until fresh
orders from St. Petersburg produced some change
of tone, Laudon felt certain that they were on the
eve of retreat. Then came the news that the King
of Prussia was upon them and the voice of discord
was hushed.

Frederick had set himself a harder task than the
destruction of Fermor on the banks of the Oder
in 1758. Only overwhelming necessity made him
give battle. He suspected that an Austrian de-
tachment was threatening his capital. " I believe
that Hadik means Berlin/* he wrote, "and I am
obliged to make haste here to parry his blow in
time. A lost soul in purgatory is not in a more
wretched situation than I am/* In mere numbers,
it is true, the disparity between the combatants
was not much greater than at Zorndorf. Fred-
erick had now nearly 50,000 men against a com-
posite force of about 68,000, but of the enemy
nearly one-quarter were light horse, who in the
shock of battle counted for next to nothing.